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Editorial Board

Shri U.P. Singh, Secretary, Dept. of WR, R D & GR, Jal Shakti Ministry releasing 

the 11th edition of Namami Gange Magazine on 21st August, 2019 along with 

Shri Rajiv Ranjan Mishra, Director General, NMCG and all members of the 

Editorial Board at Jal Shakti Ministry, Shram Shakti Bhawan, New Delhi.

12,000 copies of the 11th edition have been circulated to various entities, partners 

and stakeholders including schools and colleges in various parts of the country to 

connect one and all on the activities under 'Namami Gange' programme. 
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Dear Patrons,
It's a matter of great pride for me to share with you  that while the Namami 
Gange programs and interventions are taking giant strides in 
rejuvenating the river Ganga,  the Mission is also getting a huge traction 
world over and is being acknowledged as a successful model for 
cleaning, protection, management and rejuvenation of river bodies. This 
was evident from the huge response we got at the World Water Week at 
Stockholm in the last week of August where the Namami Gange pavilion 
attracted good response and appreciation from the International 
community.  Not only did the pavilion got huge footfalls but the programs 
taken by us for wholesome  rejuvenation of one of the largest river basins 
of the world also got huge appreciation. It would not be out of place to 
mention that the International fraternity has now started to recognise 
NMCG similar to a River Basin Organistaion.
Having just returned from Stockholm, I would like to give u a first hand 
account of how well our team NMCG succeeded in conveying our efforts 
and got applause at the highest level with His Excellency the King of 
Sweden, King Carl XVI Gustaf and Victoria, Crown Princess of Sweden, 
Duchess of Vastergotland visited our pavilion and spent time showing 
keen interest in the Missions' progrmas and interventions. Ms. Monika 
Kapil Mohta, Ambassador of India to Sweden also visited our pavilion 
and appreciated our efforts.The Hon'ble Jal Shakti Minister also 
addressed the International community and conveyed the measures 
being taken by the Government of India towards water management and 
restoration of river bodies. 
While we are on this International engagement, I would also like to 
mention about the dialogue of the Hon'ble Jal Shakti Minister with 
Ambassadors and Chiefs of Foreign Missions in India on Water Impact 
Initiative organized jointly by the Mission and C-Ganga in August. It was 
so heartening to note the support our Mission got from the Foreign 
Diplomats and their eagerness to work together and share their best 
practices in river cleaning and rejuvenation efforts. The support both 
within the country and from the International arena only strengthens our 
hands and re-inforces our resolve to leave no stone un-turned in our 
journey of restoring the pristine glory of the most revered river – The Ganga.
On the home front, we continue to actively and vigorously work with all 
our partners and stakeholders to widen the scope of Clean Ganga 
mission. The afforestation drive continued in a big way across various 
spots on Ganga and I must congratulate the Government of Uttar 
Pradesh for planting around 22 crore plants and trees in the entire state 
on 9th August 2019 and majorly in the Ganga catchment areas. I myself 
was present in one such big plantation drive at Kasganj in Uttar Pradesh, 
which was led by the Hon'ble Governor of Uttar Pradesh and involved the 
communities in a big way. Such afforestation drives augur well not only 

for protection of environment but will also improve the health of river 
Ganga and its tributaries.   
I would also like to update our patrons that most of our Sewerage and 
Industrial pollution abatement projects and interventions are running on 
schedule and in sight of timely completion, which will lead to substantial 
improvement in the water quality. Most of the ghats and crematoria 
projects are also winding their way towards completion, which will 
provide better amenities to the visitors and make them happy while 
bathing in the waters of the river. We are also running daily cleaning 
programs on ghats at important Ganga towns like Varanasi, Haridwar, 
Kanpur and others which has hugely contributed to improved cleanliness 
and better sanitation on the ghats and banks. We are carrying an update 
on the Missions' interventions across Ganga basin in this edition for the 
information of our readers. 
Widening the scope of our engagements beyond infrastructure projects 
has always been our priority as we continue to debate and deliberate with 
a variety of experts in the water sector and specially with those who are 
deeply involved in Urban planning and management. Conservation of 
wetlands, rejuvenation of water bodies and traditional springs, 
promoting organic farming remain high on our agenda as they serve as 
natural ecosystems for the river rejuvenation and its health. A speicial 
drive has been launched under Jal Shakti Abhiyaan for Wetland 
Conservation with community mobilisation through Ganga Praharis.
The Mission also acknowledges the contribution and selfless service 
being rendered by various groups, entities and even individuals who 
regularly offer Shramdan at ghats and banks by cleaning the 
surroundings of the river and removing waste and garbage from the 
surface, river banks and ghats. They are also doing a yeoman service by 
connecting people to Ganga cleaning efforts, inculcating a sense of 
responsibility towards keeping the waters clean and pledging them to 
keep it pure, clean and green. I would specifically like to mention the 
good work being done by our partners-in-arms - the Ganga Vichar 
Manch coordinators and volunteers and would convey our deep rooted 
thanks for their drive in cleaning Ganga, its ghtas and banks and 
converting hundreds of people to this most noble cause. We salute them 
as we would like to do to many more of such Ganga warriors who are 
silently and selflessly waging a war of sorts for keeping this sacred river 
clean and healthy. 
We in the Mission remain dedicated to promoting various measures for 
water conservation, recharge of acquifers and traditional water bodies 
as part of our mandate of Aviral Dhara – ensuring adequate flow in the 
rivers. We are also actively participating in the Jal Shakti Abhiyan – a 
clarion call to action for conserving water by all and at all levels lest we 
yearn for even few drops of water in times to come. I along with my 
senior officers are part of the massive drive launched by the Jal Shakti 
Ministry to coordinate the efforts in various districts for water 
conservation and recharge of water bodies and are also engaging 
separately in the Mission to take this inititiative forward. Continuing with 
my appeal from the last dialogue I had with you, I would again remind you 
all to stand up and take steps even smaller ones like changing water 
sprinkler faucets in water supply sources for daily use to other measures 
like rain water harvesting and others for conserving every drop of water. 
As they say” Every drop fills up the pitcher and the sea”,so let's join 
hands in this drive before its too late. 

Save water, Save rivers , Save earth, Save mankind !

Jai Hind 

From the
desk of Chief Edtitor...
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The Water Impact Initiative is a partnership oriented programme that invites impact 
investors and other strategic interested parties from India and around the world to 
participate in what will become a strong catalytic platform to transform the water 

sector in India. The Initiative shall deliver on its stated goals through range of strategic 
interventions and encourage the use of novel technologies, path-breaking science and 
innovative business and financial models.
As part of International outreach and to connect with the International Community, 
NMCG in partnership with C-Ganga organized a Water Impact initiative and 
Ambassador's Dialogue with the Hon'ble Minister, Jal Shakti on 22nd August, 2019 at 
New Delhi. This meet was attended by Shri U.P. Singh Secretary, Department of Water 
Resources, River Development, and Ganga Rejuvenation, Ministry of Jal Shakti, Shri 
Parameshwaran Iyer, Secretary, Department of Drinking Water & Sanitation, Ministry of 
Jal Shakti, Shri Rajiv Ranjan Mishra, Director General, National Mission for Clean Ganga, 
Professor  Vinod Tare, Head, C-Ganga and the Ambassadors and Diplomats of 
countries such as Australia, Germany, Spain, Slovenia, Gambia, Argentina, 

Netherlands, Belgium, USA, Denmark, Brazil, South Korea, Canada, Israel, European 
Union-Delegation,Norway, Finland, UK, France, Italy, Sweden, Austria, New Zealand. 
The dialogue aimed at India joining hands with the International community on Water 
conservation efforts and on rejuvenation of river bodies
Hon'ble Minister, Jal Shakti, Shri Gajendra Singh Shekhawat while addressing the 
Ambassadors/Diplomats of the many countries present said, “You would have heard in 
the media that the Government of India has launched the Jal Jeewan Mission which aims 
to invest nearly INR 3.5 lakh crore over the next few years to bring access to drinking 
water to all households by the year 2024. The Water Impact Initiative which when 
implemented, will not only transform the state of water in India but will be a model 
showcase for the world”.
The Minister went on to say that his Ministry's approach is based on six key pillars which 
are:
i. Investing in Data.
ii. Demonstrating Integrated Water Resource Management (IWRM) through High 
 Impact Projects.
iii. Accelerating introduction of new and innovative solutions and technologies.
iv. Increasing partnership with industry.
v. Access to Finance.
vi. Engaging Communities.

In a call to global action, the Hon'ble Minister said that not only India will partner with the 
world to make India a water innovation hub but also share its know how with other 
nations such as countries in the African continent that can benefit from India's approach 
to managing water. In doing so, he provided a fresh impetus to the already initiated India 
Africa Water Forum, which is a platform to downstream the technological and policy 
know how that India develops. 
The Ambassadors and Diplomats present at the Meet shared experiences of their 
countries to achieve water security. The Argentina Ambassador said that water is not 
only a strategic goal but also a matter of human rights and requires collective effort by all 
countries if the 2030 SDG agenda is to be met. The Australian High Commissioner 
referred to the fact that although Australia is the driest inhabited continent in the world 
but by judicious water management, it is one of the leading agricultural producers in the 
world. The Australian Ambassador further added that Australia has a deep commitment 
to working with India on the Jal Shakti Abhiyan. The Brazilian Ambassador talked about 
the important river linking projects in his country and about achieving SDG-6 goals. The 
German Ambassador mentioned Germany's partnership with the Namami Gange 
Programme by supporting the Ganga Quest, Ganga Box, Rain Water Harvesting etc. The 
Ambassador from Israel pointed about that it is essential to make a distinction between 
water sources and uses. He said, “We see ourselves as a water respectful culture”. 
Diplomats from other countries also spoke of river cleaning initiatives in their respective 
counties and the benefits of 'twining' with these efforts. South Korea also offered to 
share experiences of restoration of river Han in Seoul, another large City, for Yamuna 
rejuvenation in Delhi. There was broad understanding and commitment shown by all 
towards working together to meet these challenges and to share and adopt best 
practices being followed in the field.

 
In the pre noon session of 22nd August 2019, a strategic investors impact meet was 
organized jointly by National Mission for Clean Ganga and C-Ganga between the 
developers and construction companies of Namami Ganga Projects with Investors 
community, banking fraternity and other entities. The session was jointly chaired by
Shri G. Asok Kumar, Executive Director(Project), NMCG, Prof. Vinod Tare, C-Ganga, and
Shri Rozy Agarwal, Executive Director (Finance),NMCG. The deliberations between the 
investors and developers were coordinated by Shri Sanmit Ahuja, Expert Member, C- Ganga. 
Through this session, efforts were made to bring about interface between the investors 
and the developers of Namami Ganga Project who are looking for project financing from 
the Bankers and other Investors for successful grounding and implementation of 
sewage and industrial pollution abatement infrastructure projects taken up under 
Namami Gange Program. Various concerns were raised during this meet by the bankers 
as well as by the construction companies on issues ranging from easing out 
qualification criteria in the tenders to generating alternative sources of finance for the 
projects other than government funding. Another issue which came up for discussion 
related to value and pricing for water and exploring possibilities for reuse and recycle of 
water and other by products from the treatment plants. C-Ganga also informed that a 
number of international partners are willing to demonstrate water treatment and data 
management technologies for which a platform is being worked out including financing 
of such projects as well.

International outreach for Water Impact Initiative International outreach for Water Impact Initiative International outreach for Water Impact Initiative 
National Mission for Clean GangaNational Mission for Clean GangaNational Mission for Clean Ganga
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KANPUR

Around 20 lakh people are estimated to take bath in Ganga 
across its journey of more than 2500 kms. The numerous 
ghats and banks are the first point of connect for the 
people with Ganga and it's many big and small tributaries. 
It's on the ghats that people from various hues, walks of 
life and even culture interface with the rivers, take dip in 
their waters to atone for their sins and pay obeisance  to 
the river - Goddess for millions of people.

For Mission Clean Ganga, providing Swacch Kinara to 
millions of people is also a matter of faith and 
commitment. The Mission has taken up 233 projects of 
Ghats and crematoria development at 56 big and small 
towns along the banks of Ganga and also its tributaries. 
These projects which include fresh laying of ghats, 
providing chain pulleys for bathing and benches etc on the 
ghats are aimed at providing better amenities and facilities 
to millions of visitors to these ghats. Besides this,  the 
Mission is also carrying out daily cleaning of ghats in 
association with local authorities to regularly remove solid 
waste and to provide cleaner surroundings on the ghats.

ABOUT GHATS

NATIONAL MISSION FOR CLEAN GANGA 
PROVIDING SWACCH KINARA - GHATS AT KANPUR

Kanpur is a metropolitan city, sprawling over an area of 260 sq km. Believed to be founded by king Hindu Singh of the erstwhile state of Sachendi, Kanpur was 
originally known as 'Kanhpur'. Kanpur is situated on the banks of river Ganga and also on most important National Highways no. 27. It is also situated on the 
main Delhi-Howrah railway trunk line.
The National Mission for Clean Ganga has redeveloped 24 Ghats and 3 crematorium in Kanpur on both its banks which includes laying of red sand stone 
slabs, strengthening of steps and providing chain pulleys for securing bathing activities, provision of changing rooms and restrooms.

On March 9,2019 Hon’ble Prime Minister Inaugurated Atal Ghat which is named after 
our Late Former Prime Minister Atal Bihari Vajpayee. The ghat is 102 m long on the 
Banks on River Ganga along the Ganga Barrage at Kanpur. Officially named as Lav Kush 
Barrage, this bridge across the Ganges lies at Azad Nagar-Nawabganj in Kanpur.

Highlights of 'Atal Ghat'

•  The Square Planters with seating has tree plantation and Round planters with grass 
has Palm Trees.

• An Entrance Gate with both entry and exit has been made with proper Namami 
Gange signage. 

• Parking Facility: Proper Parking both vehicular, scooter and cycles have been 
made with proper lighting at the entry. 

• Flood light mast and solar lights.  

• Proper Stainless steel sign Boards are  provided along with signage engraved on 
stone.

• Toilet block for Ladies and gents. 

• Fibre dustbins provided.

• Ghat steps with view decks & Bathing Platform with Red Sandstone have been 
constructed with SS handrail. There are proper changing rooms at the Ghat. 

Ghats & Crematorium
at Kanpur

ATAL GHAT

• Gola Ghat 

• Sarsiya Ghat 

• Bhairav Ghat 

   (Kanpur city) 

• Guptar Ghat 

• Koyala Ghat

• Makjain Ghat 

• Sidhnath Ghat 

• Bhagwatdas Ghat 

• Maskan Ghat 

   (Masscare Ghat) 

• Parmat Ghat 

• Ganga Barrage 

   Ghat (Atal Ghat)

• Bhairav Ghat 

   (Bithoor) 

• Brahmavatar Ghat

• Chappar Ghat

• Laxman Ghat

• Mahila & Tulsi Ram 

   Ghat  

• Pandav Ghat 

• Pathar Ghat 

• Punchlameshwar 

   Baradri Ghat 

• Sita Ghat 

• Rani Laxmibai 

   Ghat 

• Bharat Ghat

• Kaushalya Ghat 

• Tuta Ghat

Cost of the project 

 Rs. 47.23 Crores

Ghats

•  Bhairav Crematorium

• Bhagwatdas Crematorium 

• BaluGhat Crematorium

Crematorium

The Gateway of  Atal Ghat, Kanpur

Magazine

The new look 'Atal Ghat' at Kanpur
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fn;ksa ls xaxk gekjs ns'k dks vius fueZy ,oa 'kq) ty ls llhap jgh gSA 2525 fd-eh- dh ;k=k esa Hkkjr ds ikap jkT;ksa 
mÙkjk[kaM] mÙkjçns'k] fcgkj] >kj[k.M vkSj if'pe caxky 

ls xqtjrs gq, xaxk Hkkjr dh 40 çfr'kr ls T;knk vkcknh dks thou 
nsrh gSA xaxk dh fueZyrk vkSj vfojyrk Hkkjrh; jk"Vªh; thou dh 
ekSfyd vko';drk gSA

fdlh lja{k.k lacaf/kr dk;ZØe dh lQyrk ds fy, LFkkuh; turk dk 
mlls tqM+uk cgqr vko';d gSA jkT; o ftyk Lrj ij xaxk fopkj 
eap dk vk;kstu blh otg ls fd;k x;k gSA xaxk fopkj eap ds 
fuekZ.k dk mís'; xaxk ds laj{k.k ls lacaf/kr fofHkUu fo"k;ksa ij 
LFkkuh; yksxksa ds chp laokn LFkkfir djuk gSA ;g jk"Vªh; LoPN xaxk 
fe'ku dh ,d LoSfPNd 'kk[kk gSA xaxk dh LoPNrk dks tuekul ls 
tksM+us gsrq ̂xaxk fopkj eap* dh LFkkiuk dh x;h gSA

mu ikap jkT;ksa ftuls gksdj xaxk xqtjrh gS] xaxk fopkj eap ds 
lnL;ksa }kjk tuekul ds chp fofHkUu tkx:drk ,oa LoPNrk 
vfHk;ku pyk;s tk jgs gSa! vfHk;ku ls tu&tu dks tksM+us dh eqfge 
'kq: dh x;h gSA

xaxk fopkj eap ds varxZr ikap jkT;ksa ds lkr çkarks esa ,d çkUr 
la;kstd vkSj 2 lg la;kstd fu;qä gS ,oa çR;sd çkUr ds ftyksa esa 
,d ftyk la;kstd ,oa 2 ftyk lg la;kstd fu;qä fd;s x, gSa] 
ftldk eq[; mns'; gS fopkjkas] Je nku ,oa tkx:drk ds ek/;e ls 
tu Hkkxhnkjh dks lqfuf'pr djukA 

;g eap lekt ds gj oxZ ds ukxfjdksa] xSj&ljdkjh laLFkkvksa rFkk 
Lo;alsoh laLFkkvksa dks vkilh ijke'kZ }kjk çnw"k.k dh leL;k ls 
lacaf/kr mfpr lq>ko çnku djus rFkk xaxk unh ds iqu#RFkku ds 
fe'ku dk ,d Hkkx cuus dk volj çnku djrk gSA eap ds çR;sd 
Lrj ij ,d la;kstd rFkk nks lg&la;kstd gksrs gSa ftudk dk;Z 
yksxksa dks bl dk;ZØe ls tksM+uk rFkk xaxk laj{k.k lacaf/kr laoknksa dh 
LFkkiuk djuk gSA  

 uekfe xaxs dk;ZØe }kjk mBk, tk jgs fofHkUu dneksa ds çfr yksxksa dks 
tkx:d djus rFkk xaxk dh lQkbZ esa LFkkuh; yksxksa dks tksM+us ds 
ç;kl yxkrkj fd, tk jgs gSaA ;s LosPNkxzgh xaxk ?kkV ij pkSdl 
fuxkgsa j[kus ds lkFk&lkFk ?kkV o blds vklikl dh lQkbZ dks Hkh 

lqfuf'pr djrs gSaA yksxksa dks tkx:d djus rFkk mUgsa bl fe'ku ls 
tksM+s j[kus ds fy, xaxk fopkj eap }kjk Jenku jSfy;k¡] Vksfy;k¡ esa 
laj{k.k vfHk;ku rFkk tkx:drk vfHk;ku tSlh xfrfof/k;k¡ fujarj 
dh tkrh jgrh gSaA vHkh rd bl eap ls dbZ LoSPNkdehZ tqM+ pqds gSa 
vkSj ç;kl tkjh gS fd vf/kd ls vf/kd yksxksa dks bl fe'ku ls tksM+k 
tk,A

xaxk fopkj eap ds la;kstdks ds usr`Ro esa ?kkVksa ij /ofu foLrkjd ;a= 
ds ek/;e ls dh tk jgh tkx:drk ds QyLo:i yksx ?kkVksa ij 
xanxh u djus gsrq çsfjr gks jgs gSaA xaxk esa u, iqjkus diMs] 
iwtulkexzh] bZ'oj dh 'kh'kk o QksVks Ýse lfgr rLohjksa dks çokfgr 
djus ds nq"çHkko dks crk dj ,slk u djus dh vihy djuk fnup;kZ esa 
'kkfey gks pqdk gSA xaxk ?kkV ,oa xaxk rygVh dh fu;fer lQkbZ ls 
J)kyqvksa dks dkQh jkgr eglwl gksrh gS! xaxk n'kgjk gks ;k fQj 
xaxk lIreh] nso nhokyh gks ;k fQj edjlaØkafr xaxk fdukjs yxus 
okys çR;sd ioZ ij xaxk fopkj eap ds lnL; lSdM+ksa dk;ZdrkZvksa ds 
lkFk xaxk ds laj{k.k esa eqLrSnh ls viuh Hkwfedk dk fuoZgu dj jgs gSaA 
ßxaxk LoPNrk i[kokM+kÞ ,oa ÞLoPNrk gh lsok i[kokM+kÞ ds vk;kstu 
dks lQy cukus esa Hkh xaxk fopkj eap ds lnL;ksa dh Hkwfedk vxz.kh 
jgh gSA

ty'kfä vfHk;ku ds rgr xaxk fopkj eap ds lnL; fofHkUu Ldwyksa esa 
tylaj{k.k gsrq tkx:drk dj ty cpkus dh eqfge pyk jgs gSa! ty 
laj{k.k eqfge ds rgr lHkh çns'kks ds çkarks esa tu&tu dks tksM+us dk 
ç;kl fd;k tk jgk gS! Ldwyksa esa Nk=@Nk=kvksa ds lkFk ikS/kk jksi.k 
dj i;kZoj.k laj{k.k dh vihy dh tk jgh gS! ns'k dk çR;sd ukxfjd 
viuh lEiw.kZ psruk ls bl leL;k dks le>s vkSj vius fgLls dk 
;ksxnku nsdj ge LoPN] fueZy] çnw"k.k eqä vfojy xaxk dh dYiuk 
lkdkj dj ldrs gSaA gekjk –<+ fu'p;] jk"Vª ds çfr drZO;cks/k vkSj 
ek¡ xaxk dh j{kk dk ladYi orZeku ifjos'k esa vfuok;Z gh ugha 
vifjgk;Z Hkh gS rkfd xaxk cgs] cgrh jgs!

jk"Vªh; LoPN xaxk fe'ku ^xaxk fopkj eap* ds lHkh la;kstdksa ,oa 
dk;ZdrkZvksa dks bl eqfge ds fy, lk/kqokn lfgr /kU;okn djrk gS 
vkSj mudks bl ljkguh; dk;Z ds fy, gkfnZd c/kkbZ nsrk gS bl 
vihy ds lkFk fd vki lc xaxk LoPNrk vfHk;ku esa gekjs lkFk da/ks 
ls da/kk feykdj xaxk iquZmRFkku esa tqM+s jgsaxsA

8

xaxk�fopkj�eap�&�

xaxk�fopkj�eap�ds�la;kstd�,oa�dk;ZdrkZ�}kjk�fd;s�tk��
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jkT;  jkT; la;kstd@dk;ZdrkZ çkar  laidZ fooj.k 
mÙkjk[kaM  Jh yksdsaæ flag fc"V ¼mÙkjdk'kh½ peksyh     eks% 9412027190
 Jh vkfnR; ukxj ¼nsoç;kx½  eks% 9837051677
 Jh vk'kh"k >k ¼gfj}kj½  eks% 9837044983 
 lqJh@Jhefr uxhuk jkuh   eks% 9997457229 
 ¼xaxk LosPNkxzgh] _f"kds'k½      

mÙkj çns'k  Jh paæ çdk'k pkSgku  fctukSj eks% 9310186745
 ¼if'peh mÙkj çns'k {ks=½ 
 ¼fonqj dqVh] fctukSj½ 
 Jh lkSjHk flagy fctukSj eks% 9720000030 
 Jh vk'kh"k 'kekZ  gkiqM+ eks% 9891971708
 ¼vuwi'kgj] ujksjk] :Hkh] Hkxokuiqj½    
 Jh jk?kosaæ flag  dkuiqj uxj eks% 7007887446
 ¼dkuiqj {ks=½  
 Jhefr vukfedk pkS/kjh ç;kxjkt  eks% 9415214619
 Jh jkts'k 'kqDyk okjk.klh  eks% 9919100740
 Jh iadt f=osnh Qrsgiqj eks% 9795366466
 Jh mes'k fuxe dkuiqj eks% 9415461427 

fcgkj  Jh lq/kka'kq Hkw"k.k  Hkkxyiqj  eks% 9308748414
 Jh lkSjHk frokjh cDlj eks% 9122181490

>kj[k.M Jh /kesZanz dqekj  lkfgcxat eks% 9122819195

if'pe caxky  lqJh@Jhefr iwf.kZek dksBkjh dksydkrk] gkoM+k  eks% 9831498420   
 MkW- _f"kds'k flag gqxyh eks% 9674004444  

xaxk�fopkj�eap�ds�çeq[k�la;kstd�,oa�dk;ZdrkZ

dk;ZØeksa�,o�tkx:drk�vfHk;ku�dh�dqN�>yfd;ka

Magazinegj�dne�LoPNrk�dh�vksj

jgs�
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Hon’ble Minister at World Water Week NMCG Pavilion at World Water Week

The National Mission for Clean Ganga (NMCG) set up a 100 sq. 
m. Pavilion at the Stockholm International Water Institute 
(SIWI) World Water Week at Tele 2 Arena, Stockholm Sweden 
from 26th to 30th August 2019. The Pavilion showcased the 
massive and diverse interventions and achievements 
undertaken as part of ‘Namami Gange Mission’. for 
wholesome rejuvenation of the entire river Ganga basin – one 
of the largest river basins world over.  The Namami Gange 
Pavilion remained the center of attraction for all the visiting 
delegates and experts.  It was a matter of pride for the Mission 
that the King of Sweden, King Carl XVI Gustaf, along with 
Victoria, Crown Princess of Sweden, Duchess of Vastergotland 
visited NMCG’s Pavilion on 28th August 2019 and was greeted 
by Ms. Monika Kapil Mohta, Ambassador of India to Sweden 
and Latvia and Shri Rajiv Ranjan Mishra, Director General, 
NMCG. They spent time enquiring and learning about the 
‘Namami Gange Mission’, the river rejuvenation and water 
management program in India and the collaboration 
between the two countries. The King showed keen interest in 
NMCG’s work, progress of projects and community 
engagement initiatives. 

NMCG displayed its vision and works on the Ganga River Basin 
Management plan at the exhibition. Some of the exhibits 
depicted   interventions on the Ganga Basin like River Basin 
Planning and Management cycle in India , Lidar Mapping , 
Restoration of Wetlands in the Ganga Basin, Community Led 
River Rejuvenation , Brief on Sanctioned Projects, New 
Initiatives on Performance Based Contracts, improving 
Governance, Reuse and Recycle, Urban Wetland/Waterbodies 
Management Toolkit, Mainstreaming River Management into 
Urban Planning Framework, River and the SDGs , Biodiversity 
of River Ganga and other initiatives under the Mission. The 
Pavilion attracted visitors from various countries and even the 
youth showed keen interest in the well depicted and engaging 
panels and models.

Hon’ble Minister of Jal Shakti, Shri Gajendra Singh 
Shekhawat addressed a session at the 'High Level Dialogue: 
Building a resilient future through water' during the World 
Water Week organized by the Stockholm International Water 
Institute (SIWI)  in Stockholm, Sweden. Other eminent 
dignitaries who shared the stage with the Hon’ble Minister 
included Mr. Torgny Holmgren, Executive Director, 
Stockholm World Water Week, Ms. Maggie Maggie, Senior 
Manager and Master of Ceremony, Stockholm International  
Water Week and H.E. Hernan Bascunan, Ambassador of Chile 
in Sweden.

During his address, Shri Shekhawat thanked His Majesty King 
Karl XVI Gustaf, for visiting the Namami Gange Pavilion along 
with the Crown Princess and for showing a keen interest in 
the initiatives undertaken by NMCG for the rejuvenation of 
the Ganga. 

Shri Shekhawat added that water has been the driving force 
behind every great civilization. The Honorable Prime 
Minister of India, Shri Narendra Modi has now put India’s 
water security at the centre of the Government’s 
developmental agenda. The first concrete step taken in this 
direction by the Government has been the constitution of 
the new integrated Ministry to deal with all the aspects of 
water – the Ministry of Jal Shakti. Shri Shekhawat also 
congratulated Dr. Jackie King for winning the Stockholm 
Water Prize, 2019. Dr. King is a pioneer in the field of water 
flow and was awarded for her ground-breaking research on 
river ecosystems and the social structures depending on 
healthy rivers. Her work has led to a new kind of tools to help 
decision makers to assess actual costs and benefits of 
alterations to rivers.

During his speech, Shri Shekhawat acclaimed the Namami 
Gange Mission as one of the most ambitious river 
rejuvenation schemes in the world and that it has been taken 
up by the Government in a mission mode aimed towards the 
rejuvenation of river Ganga and its tributaries, following a 
complete river basin approach.

Shri Rajiv Ranjan Mishra DG NMCG interacting with International delegates at the NMCG Pavilion

NMCG Pavilion and delegates at the 'Mission Pani Launch' during the World Water Week Ms Monika Kapil Mohta, Ambassador 
of India to Sweden at the Pavilion 

Shri G. Asok Kumar ED(Projects) NMCG with Shri Rajendra 
Singh,  the Water Man of India at the World Water Week 

Shri Rajiv Ranjan Mishra DG NMCG explaining the Namami Gange 
interventions at the pavilion 

Shri Gajendra Singh Shekhawat Hon'ble Minister of Jal Shakti with team NMCG 
at NMCG Pavilion in World Water Week, Stockholm 

His excellency the King of Sweden, King Carl XVI Gustaf and Victoria, Crown Princess of Sweden 
being received by Shri Rajiv Ranjan Mishra DG NMCG at the NMCG Pavilion at World Water Week

NAMAMI GANGE AT WORLD WATER WEEK, STOCKHOLM 

The Water Week Gallery
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The Government of India and the National Mission for Clean Ganga 
has recognised 'Aviral' or uninterrupted flows as one of the vision of 
the flagship 'Namami Gange' programme, for the rejuvenation of river  
Ganga. To strengthen this, NMCG vide notification dated 9th October 
2018 has notified minimum environmental flows to be maintained in 
river Ganga from its origin to Unnao (Uttar Pradesh) specifically at 
locations downstream of structures or projects meant for diversion 
of river flows for purposes like irrigation, hydropower, domestic and 
industrial and other requirements. The notification is applicable to all 
existing, under-construction and future projects. However, mini and 

micro projects which do not alter the flow characteristics of the river 
or stream significantly are exempted from these environmental flows.
Compliance of notified environmental flows:
Central Water Commission (CWC) has been entrusted for 
supervision, monitoring, regulation of flows.  Accordingly, CWC has 
identified 11 operational projects viz. Maneri Bhali Stage –I, Maneri 
Bhali Stage –II, Tehri Dam, Koteshwar Dam, Vishnuprayag HEP, 
Srinagar HEP, Pashulok barrage/ Chilla HEP, Bhimgoda barrage, 
Bijnor barrage, Narora barrage and Kanpur barrage for hourly 
monitoring of flows released by these projects. 

Maintaining Aviralta – E-Flow in Ganga 

Growing imprints for wholesome 
Magazine

Rejuvenation of water bodies to be taken up as part of Jal Shakti 
Abhiyan. With synergy of Ministry of Rural Development revival of 
water bodies is being carried out in 5 Ganga Basin States in 52 

districts under MGNREGA Scheme. Total completed project is 7299 
at a cost of Rs. 20.39 Cr. Total ongoing projects are 6460 at a cost of 
Rs 70.31 Cr.

Rejuvenation of water bodies 

Under Namami Gange programme various steps have been taken to 
encourage reducing consumption of water as well as reuse of treated 
waste from Sewerage Treatment Plants for non-potable purposes in 
agriculture and industries. These steps include:
Ÿ  An agreement has been signed between NMCG and Indian Oil 

Corporation Limited (IOCL) for the reuse of 2 crore litres per day 
of treated sewage water by IOCL's refinery in Mathura, which has 
so far been using water from the over stressed Yamuna river.

Ÿ  Treated waste water from STPs is being encouraged to be utilised 
for irrigation. State of Bihar is drafting a policy for reuse of waste 
water from STPs for irrigation.

Ÿ  Water reuse policy is being drafted by Ganga basin States.
Ÿ  MoU has been signed between NMCG and various Ministries viz. 

Railways, Agriculture, Ayush etc. for promoting reuse of treated 

waste water.
Ÿ  Ministry of Power has notified a tariff policy wherein treated waste 

water from STPs located within 5km radius shall be utilised by 
Power Plants for non-potable purposes.

Ÿ  Zero black liquor discharge achieved in paper and pulp industries. 
Estimated reduction in the fresh water consumption and effluent 
generation are about 45-50% as compared to 2012. 

Ÿ  Zero liquid discharge achieved in molasses based distillery.
Ÿ  Effluent generation reduced from 400 to 200 litres per tonne of 

cane crushed
Ÿ Above initiatives are aimed at reducing the consumption of fresh 

water from river, thereby making more water available for the 
river.

Steps to reduce stress on fresh water sources

Irrigation well under construction in Jharkhand Check Dam at Fatehpur, UP

Tehri irrigation pond, Uttarakhand Baked earthen Tile Pilling at Howrah

National Mission  
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rejuvenation of Ganga Basin
Magazine

In conventional farming, the farmers use synthetic fertilizers and 
pesticides. The trace metal toxic contaminants reach the human 
body, through food chain and cause serious health issues. The water 
soluble nutrients of pesticides when carried to lakes and stream 
through leaching and surface run off cause eutrophication as 
manifested by the excessive growth of algae and other water weeds 
on the water surface leading to oxygen deficient condition. 
In order to mitigate the above mentioned negative impact of the 
conventional farming in the Ganga plains, the project aimed at 
promoting organic farming seeks to use swathes of green belts along 
the river for organic farming and decontaminate the cultivable lands. 
The organic farming involves the careful handling of the environment 
and resources in such a way that the soil stays healthy - rich in 
organic matter, nutrients and microbial activity as well as provides a 
potential solution to the challenges we are currently facing like 
depletion in soil fertility, water pollution as well as health hazards. It is 
associated with greater biodiversity of plants, animals, insects and 

microbes as well as genetic diversity.  Soil which is cultivated by 
organic practices like composting, green manure and symbiotic 
associations, hosts thousands of beneficial bacteria and these 
bacteria and fungi break down chemicals, plant residues into useful 
soil nutrients that improve soil moisture , water retention and water 
infiltration. The actvities envisaged under the project provide 
significant opportunities for promoting local entrepreneurship. It 
addresses the objectives of 'Swacch Bharat' and 'Healthy India'. 
The Departmenr of Water Resources, River Development and Ganga 
Rejuvenation (DoWRD&GR) signed a Memorandum of 
Understanding with the Ministry of Agriculture and Farmers Welfares 
(MoA&FW) to promote organic farming on the banks of the Ganga in 
five Ganga basin states, namely, Uttarakhand, Uttar Pradesh, Bihar 
and Jharkhand. The MoA&FW released an amount of Rs.26.49 cr for 
the purpose from the Rashtriya Krishi Vikas Yojna fund during the year 
2017-18 and 2018-19  under Swachhta Action Plan (SAP), Namami 
Gange Abhiyan.

Quality Council of India (QCI) is conducting a pilot study in 12 villages 
of Haridwar and Amroha for scientific inventorisation of water bodies 
in Ganga basin. Data collected through hand held devices and drone 
camera. The drone was flown for 10-15 minutes on a pre-decided 
path using a mobile application which laid down the height, length 

and breadth of the area to be covered. The geo-tagged images were 
later used to make orthomap of the area. The hand held devices geo-
tags were also plotted on Bhuvan Ganga application to ascertain the 
actual location of the water body.  

Organic Farming Initiatives

Capacity building programmes for farmers under Swachhta Action Plan (SAP), Namami Gange Abhiyan

Scientific inventorisation of water bodies in  Ganga Basin

for Clean Ganga 



 am often asked this very question that 'How can we contribute to social Icauses? And my answer to this has always been that every individual can 
contribute towards a cause or an issue in his/her own ways!!

I have chosen ultra-endurance adventure and unique exploratory expeditions 
as a means of my contribution to the society. When an individual takes on a 
unique challenge, seemingly impossible to surmount or achieve in its scope 
and magnitude, this automatically draws attention of the masses, giving the 
adventurer the perfect platform to communicate, reach out and campaign 
for a cause which you feel strongly about. The impact of such a public 

outreach is tremendous and far larger than a simple awareness campaign.

I envisaged Ganga Avahan as a historic ultra-endurance adventure 
expedition, being the first ever swim down the entire stretch of the river, and a 
beautiful platform for reaching out to the very people affected by the issue in 
their own backyard. The whole idea was to be able to reach the remotest and 
most unlikely locations, and to take this public outreach campaign to the 
most unreachable corners of the entire stretch along the banks of the Ganga. 
Furthermore, being from the Armed Forces, a neutral person in society, 
carried a lot of weightage, and people did listen and follow.

SWIMMING DOWN  
'GANGA  AVAHAN'– 
SWIMMING DOWN  

'GANGA  AVAHAN'– 

The Challenges

The Expedition from 8th October 2015 – November 19th 2015. 
Besides the swim, a team of qualified rafters also accompanied taking 
care of food & water and support team on road which carried tentage, 

cooking utensils, rations etc. The expedition began at Devprayag, with a 
simple puja invoking the blessings of the mighty river on its banks. I plunged 
in and began the expedition into the glacial waters of the Ganga at 
Devprayag, at 0900 hrs (IST) on October 08, 2015. The Himalayan stretch, 
as anticipated, was the roughest swimming leg, with fast flowing white 
water rapids bouncing along rocks all through the stretch up to Haridwar. The 
more lethal rapids (Grade III onwards) were covered only by raft, with me on 
board. I sustained some injuries during this two-day long leg.

We entered Uttar Pradesh on October 10, 2015, the state containing the 
longest stretch of the Ganga. All along the route we interacted with the locals, who displayed tremendous enthusiasm in the message of Clean Ganga & 

Swachh Bharat and the expedition itself. The river now started to slow down, 
the banks getting wider and the water muddier. Crossing smaller towns like 
Garhmukteshwar, Bijnor and Kannauj, we approached the industrial town of 
Kanpur. En-route we spotted numerous Gangetic Dolphins, freshwater 
Turtles, Gharials and some species of river snakes, including Seibold's water 
snake. This stretch was also our disgusting and macabre introduction to 
dead corpses floating around us in various stages of decay. Swimming in 
these obviously unsanitary waters was the toughest undertaking for each of 
us throughout the expedition. 

At Kanpur the river water appeared almost blackish grey in colour with a 
thicker consistency, making the swim extremely tough for us. The air 

Ÿ  Icy cold waters in the Himalayan stretch, with formidable rapids up to 
grade V in the stretch from Devprayag to Haridwar.

Ÿ  Deadly river animals in the plains, including the Gharials, crocodile, 
poisonous snakes, hyenas etc.

Ÿ  Navigational challenges as Ganga divides into several branches at 
various locations, most of them leading to dead ends and non– 
functioning of GPS. 

Ÿ  Inaccurate route maps as the Ganga has drastically changed its course, 
especially of its tributaries, after 2012 Uttarakhand devastation and 
flooding every year.

Ÿ  Massive pollution in the river due to religious rituals, chemical effluents 

from the numerous factories, untreated sewage from all cities, towns 
and villages along its banks. 

Ÿ  River whirlpools, quick sands and strong currents at some places.
Ÿ  Extremely shallow water level at several points, as well as a rocky 

riverbed.
Ÿ  Fishing nets strung across the river at various points throughout the 

river, posing serious hazards, as well as obstructions especially while 
swimming.

Ÿ Constant physical threat due to exhaustion.
Ÿ Costume included only the swim trunk and swim goggles, avoiding any 

utilization of artificial aids such as wet suits, fins etc.
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Negotiating the mighty Ganges

The Expedition

Greetings from the exotic turtle on way

The Sarus Cranes nestling along the banks of Ganges



became decidedly malodorous as the city's sewers opened directly into the 
river at several points. The reception accorded to us was, on the other hand, 
most joyous and motivating, with locals, civic authorities and military 
officials in attendance. Beyond Kanpur we moved towards Allahabad, the 
sacred location where the Yamuna and the extinct Saraswati merge with the 
Ganga. And again the team members interacted with enthusiastic locals and 
civic authorities, in our unending effort to raise public awareness towards 
the issue.
We progressed rapidly towards the holy city of Varanasi, touching down at 
the famous Assi Ghat on October 21, 2015. The river appeared in better 
condition in this area, with a marked decrease in industrial waste. The ghats 

were also much cleaner here. As a mark of respect and dedication to the 
cause, all of us tonsured their heads, which was much appreciated by the 
local populace.
Bihar was entered shortly afterwards, with some trepidation as State 
Elections were in progress there. The expedition continued in much the 
same fashion, with maximum possible interaction with villagers and 

townsfolk en-route. Moving past Patna, Munger and Bhagalpur, the team had 
a short rendezvous with Jharkhand, touching Sahibganj and Rajmahal. 
Everywhere we stopped, we found hundreds of enthusiastic residents eager 
to interact with us, infused with a strong belief in our message and the spirit 
of our expedition.
Further down, the expedition moved into its last stretch beyond the Farakka 
barrage, entering West Bengal into the Hooghly River. The Nadia district en-
route presented the most beautiful landscape along the banks of the river 
Ganga. As we approached Chandannagar, the river started to get salty and 
formed shallow tides, indicating the proximity of the sea. Chandannagar is 
one of the two Indian cities with a clear French character – the other being 
Pondicherry. The architectural style, easily observed from the river, is very 

distinctly colonial French.
Barrackpore was the next cantonment town on the route, and the team was 
accorded a proper military reception. Just beyond Barrackpore, at Belur 
Math, the rafters rested their paddles for the final time. The rafting portion of 
Ganga Avahan had ended after 39 days, covering a total of 2,650 kilometers, 
while the swimming continued with the motorized raft.

On November 16, 2015, we reached Kolkata, with only two more days of 
swimming left to reach our final destination. As we progressed onwards, 
nearing Diamond Harbour, a single shark fin swam into view just a few 
meters away. The fact that the fin, and the lethal jaw attached to it, seemed to 
be closing in on us rather rapidly, sufficiently activated tired muscles and 
battered bodies to leap aboard the raft with admirable alacrity and 
energetically paddle away from the magnificent, and deadly, creature. The 
tides were more frequent and the currents progressively stronger. We 
determinedly pushed on towards Frazerganj, for our final rendezvous with 
the sea. 
On November 19, 2015, Expedition Ganga Avahan finally concluded, well 
into the Bay of Bengal, at Bakkhali Beach, Frazerganj.
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Honoured by the then Hon'ble Raksha Mantri

Entering the Holy Waters at Varanasi

Public outreach activities on the ghats

Proud moments with NCC and Defence personnel

Honors and accolades galore  

The expedition was a very unique experience considering the challenge 
which was not really the swimming but dealing with other elements  all along 
the Ganga Basin. This was the largest public outreach activity through an 
adventure sport supported by NMCG and Swachh Bharat. Later, the Ministry 
of Woman & child also joined for promoting the Beti Bachao Beti Padhao 
campaign with a great focus on UP & Bihar. The recording of the Flora & 
Fauna including Dolphins, migratory birds etc was the icing on cake. The 

major point was that Ganga is swimmable, contrary to any perception 
otherwise during that time and the same was highly appreciated in putting 
our point to the public at large. Personally for me, this expedition holds the 
greatest prominence in my life and it was during this expedition, I was named 
as Ganga Putra by people on Ganga Basin and was addressed the same 
since then. 

Jai Hind                                                   Wing Commander  Param Vir Singh

The Conclusion



While operationalizing the  notification to ensure un-interrupted flow in river 
Ganga will require a concerted and coordinated effort between the various 
Ministries, it is also important to understand the role of wetlands in the basin 
for achievement of environmental flows in the Ganga. 

Wetlands are transitional lands between terrestrial and aquatic systems where 
the water table is usually at or near the surface. The wetlands are the most 
productive ecosystems usually comprising a reservoir of water and a number 
of plant and animal species. The interactions among physical, biological and 
chemical components of a wetland enables them to perform vital functions 
such as, filtering polluted waters, ground water recharge, flood prevention and 
support aquatic biodiversity. Due to their function of absorbing wastes such as 
nitrogen and phosphorous, wetlands are also called the "kidneys of a 
landscape". 

The Ganga basin harbors unique wetlands due to its complex fluvial 
geomorphology creating a number of natural depressions and cut off 
meanders. These wetlands play a pivotal role in maintaining the water table in 
the basin and water discharge to mainstem river. Significant exchange of 
water, sediments, nutrients, and species occurs between the main river and 
associated wetlands forming an interconnected system with linked 
biodiversity and ecosystem services. Among the host of functions performed 
by wetlands, water provisioning to human society is the most important, 
thereby contributing to water security. 

High Altitude Wetlands in Uttarakhand and Himachal Pradesh, wetlands in the 
plains, floodplain wetlands, urban wetlands and the coastal wetlands are 
critical to the hydrology, morphology and biodiversity in the Ganga. However, 
water diversions, alterations in land use, encroachments and discharge of 
waste (liquid and solid) have led to the deterioration of the health of these 
wetlands. 

Despite their high significance, wetlands in Ganga Basin are under threat from 
range of anthropogenic and non-anthropogenic pressures. Rapid population 
expansion in the Gangetic delta region, and environmentally fragile landscape 
has also created stresses for natural resources, particularly wetlands. Climate 
change and resultant sea level rise complicate the impacts of developmental 
activities in the Gangetic delta increasing the risk of mangrove submergence 
and coastal erosion. 

Wetlands can be quite beneficial to people and nature alike. Over the years, 
humans have mastered the maintenance of these wetlands to better control 
flooding, water quality and a wide variety of other factors.

Advantages associated with floodplains
l Flood Protection: Floodplains offer rivers more room when they rise, which 
reduces pressure on other man made flood protection structures, such as 
dams and levees.

l Better Water Quality: When filled with water, floodplains work like natural 
filters, getting rid of a lot of excess sediment and other nutrients, which can 
worsen water quality and increase the costs of treating that water and 
preparing it for human use. This water quality degradation is especially 
noticeable near smaller rivers and large river basins—you'll often find dead 
zones where little to no life can survive because of the excess sediment carried 
by rivers.

l They Create Extremely Fertile Areas For Agriculture: Proper design and 
maintenance of floodplains keeps agriculture away from the areas most prone 
to flooding, instead targeting growth of plants and crops in specific areas that 
will not be lost. It should also be noted that the overabundance of nutrients 
when flowing in rivers might not be great for water quality, but can be 
massively beneficial for farmers, as it makes it easier to grow thriving crops 
and also makes the soil softer and easier to work with.

l General improvements to habitats: Floodplains often host some extremely 
biologically rich and diverse habitats. They tend to be used as spawning areas 
for fish, and are crucial for migrating birds and waterfowl as they search for 
places to rest and forage for food.

l Recreational Usage: There are many examples of outdoor activities that 
are either made possible or otherwise significantly enhanced by the presence 
and processes of healthy floodplains. These activities include hunting, hiking, 
fishing, camping, birdwatching and boating, among others. These 

recreational activities bring millions to billions of dollars into the national 
economy and are especially important drivers of tourism and income in many 
localities throughout the nation.

l Refilling Aquifers: Because floodplains are located outside the river's main 
channel, the water moves a whole lot slower, which gives it more time to seep 
into the ground. There it will replenish crucial underground water sources 
(known as aquifers), which can serve as primary water sources for 
communities and rural homes that rely on well water. These aquifers are also 
critical for irrigating crops on farms throughout the country.

Water security through Wetland Conservation 
Water security is one of the critical challenges of the century, enshrined in the 
Sustainable Development Goals, which envisages availability and sustainable 
management of water for all by 2030. Designated as a water stressed 
country,India is facing the challenge to serve 17% of the global population with 
4% freshwater resources. 

The Ministry of Jal Shakti aims to tackle water issues with a holistic and 
integrated approach, the Jal Shakti Abhiyan launched on July 1, 2019.  This  
programme was inspired by the Hon'ble Prime Minister's impetus on Jal 
Sanchay, a time-bound, mission-mode water conservation campaign, with a 
theme of Sanchay Jal, Behata Kal  to undertake efforts for conservation, ' r '
restoration, recharge and reuse of water. The Jal Shakti Abhiyan is being 
implemented through the cohesion of water related schemes of several 
ministries, which are jointly coordinating interventions in the areas of 
rainwater harvesting, reuse and borewell recharge structures, watershed 
development and afforestation activities. The Jal Shakti Abhiyan is being 
carried out in . As a part of this 256 water stressed districts across the country
Abhiyan, groundwater recharge through wetland restoration in the basin is 
being carried out by the National Mission for Clean Ganga (NMCG). The 
programme aims to augment flow of the Ganga River through ground water  
recharge of aquifers. 

NMCG in association with the Wildlife Institute of India (WII) has initiated a pilot 
project “Wetlands and Water Programme” towards this cause, which aims to 
restore select wetlands of the Ganga basin through community involvement 
and low cost investment. The programme was initiated with the following 
objectives:

(i) Cleaning and de-siltation of inlet and outlet of the wetland  

(ii) Removal of invasive species

(iii) Solid waste Removal

(iv) Plantation to restrict nutrient inflow 

(v) Habitat enhancement for key aquatic species, and 

(vi) Community involvement in wetlands and water conservation

WII is involving Ganga Praharis, Urban Local Bodies, district administrations, 
gram panchayats, forest departments, temple committees and organizations 
such as Ganga Task Force to assist  the programme. These stakeholders are in
working towards fulfilling Ministry of Jal Shakti's initiatives of making water  
conservation Jan Andolan.  This programme will focus on the main stem 
Ganga River, for a week, in the initial stage. Later on, the programme will be 
upscaled to the basin level.

Pilot Programme as Wetland restoration
Eight wetlands and urban water bodies in the water stressed districts of 
Sambhal, Bulandshahr, Hardoi, Varanasi in Uttar Pradesh, Vaishali and 
Bhagalpur in Bihar and Hooghly in West Bengal were identified through a 
reconnaissance survey. The status of these wetlands in terms of pollution, 
biodiversity, and socio-economic importance were assessed and restoration 
work was initiated. These wetland comprises of natural and man-made water 
bodies, in the Ganga basin viz. Kashipur wetland, Sambhal-Bilona wetland, 
Bhulandshahr-Kakarakehra wetland, Hardoi-Ugapur wetland, Varanasi-Nepali 
dham wetland, Varanasi-Baraila wetland, Vaishali-Jagatpur wetland, 
Bhagalpur and DahaBeel, Hooghly. The involvement of local communities and 
Ganga praharis has created a momentum for wetlands and water 
conservation in line with government's Jan Andolan. It is envisioned that other 
stakeholders will take up similar steps for wetland and water conservation in 
the country. 

About Wetlands

NMCG-WII Initiative for restoration of Wetlands in Ganga BasinNMCG-WII Initiative for restoration of Wetlands in Ganga BasinNMCG-WII Initiative for restoration of Wetlands in Ganga Basin
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Shri Rajiv Ranjan Mishra, Director General, NMCG participated in an afforestation 
drive at Kasganj, UP, titled “Varksha Ropan Maha Kumbh” on 9th August, 2019 as part 
of mass afforestation drive under taken by the Uttar Pradesh Government. This 
afforestation drive was participated by people from various walks of life including 
Ganga Praharis, members of Ganga Vichar Manch and others. The event was chaired 
by Smt. Anandi Ben Patel, Hon'ble Governor of Uttar Pradesh.

Shri U.P. Singh, Secretary, Department of WR RD & GR along with Shri Rajiv Ranjan 
Mishra DG, NMCG taking part in cleanliness drive at Kalindi Kunj Ghat in Delhi on 10th 
August, 2019. NMCG along with various other partners and NGOs, specially Tree 
Craze Foundation, Lahar Foundation and members of RWA who are regularly 
conducting this cleanliness drive every Sunday at Kalndi Kunj Ghat with a view to not 
only cleaning the Ghat but also to draw the attention of one and all to the importance of 
cleaning the rivers and for keeping their surroundings clean and green.

National Mission for Clean Ganga
Important Events & Activities of August, 2019Important Events & Activities of August, 2019Important Events & Activities of August, 2019
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Shri Rajiv Ranjan Mishra, DG-NMCG, at the 'Dissemination Meet on CFAR's five-city 
Urban Sanitation Intervention' in New Delhi on 13th August 2019. He also delivered the 
keynote address there & called for steps towards engaging communities in the decision 
making process and appealed to everyone to work together towards the cause of water 
conservation on an individual and personal basis as a part of this movement. Shri Vijay 
Kumar Dev, Chief Secretary Government of Delhi also graced the event.

Shri Rozy Agarwal, Executive Director(Finance) held various rounds of meetings with 
District Magistrate, Municipal Commissioner and Secretary VDA, Varanasi to review 
the ongoing projects of Ghat cleaning, redevelopment of Ghats, restoration of Kunds 
and other projects in Varanasi under the Namami Gange Program. Executive 
Director(Finance) also visited the Turtle Sanctuary and interpretation center put up by 
WII at Sarnath and also interacted with  'Ganga Mitras' at Banaras Hindu University on 
the public outreach program being done by them in Varanasi and around.

Shri Rajiv Ranjan Mishra, Director General, NMCG hoisted the National Flag in the 
premises of 'Vardhman Shikha Mandir', New Delhi on the eve of Independence day on 
14th August and interacted with school children on the need for keeping rivers clean. 
Director General, NMCG along with Shri Rozy Agarwal, Executive Director (Finance) 
NMCG also visited the exhibition put up by the school children on water conservation 
and on cleaning of river Ganga and congratulated the children on this wonderful effort. 

Shri G. Asok Kumar, Executive Director (Project), NMCG inspecting the ongoing works 
of sewerage infrastructure in Varanasi on 6th August, 2019 including progress of 
ongoing STP work at Ramana and Dinapur in Varanasi along with officials of Jal 
Nigam, Government of Uttar Pradesh, representatives of the Contractor and the 
Project engineers.

GIS cell, National Mission for Clean Ganga (NMCG) organized a two days training 
programme on GIS Overview & Hands-on training on development of Maps for all the 
officers and staff of NMCG from 1st to 2nd August 2019 at NMCG Headquarters, New 
Delhi. As Geographical Information System (GIS) technology is now being widely 
used in river basin management, the objective of the training program was to 
disseminate the knowledge of the practical and fundamental concepts of geospatial 
technology. The training modules were conducted in association with M/s JKM 
Infotech Pvt. Ltd. and supported by M/s Pitney Bowes. 

Shri Rajiv Kishore, Executive Director (Administration) NMCG  participating in a round 
table conference on “ Vaho Vishwamitri Abhiyaan under the aegis of Center for 
Science at Vadodara on 20th August 2019. Later Executive Director(Administration) 
also interacted with more than 50 farmers during 'Kisan Mela and Krishi Goshthi' in 
Agra on 21st August 2019.  
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SCIENTIFIC NAME 
Antigone Antigone

OCCURRENCE
Indian subcontinent, 
Southeast Asia and 
northern Australia

VERNACULAR NAME 
Saras BIOGEOGRAPHIC 

PROVINCES
Upper Gangetic Plain (7A)

IMPORTANT AREAS 
ALONG THE 

GANGA RIVER 
Bijnor to Kanpur, Manikpur 

to Ballia

IUCN RED LIST 
Vulnerable

INDIAN WILD LIFE 
(PROTECTION) ACT, 1972

Schedule IV
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The Sarus crane (Antigone antigone) has three separate populations in the Indian subcontinent, Southeast Asia and 
northern Australia. It is locally extinct from Malaysia, Philippines and Thailand. It is distributed in the middle stretch of the 
Ganga River and has been extirpated from West Bengal. It occurs in large rivers, natural wetlands, small seasonal 
marshes, floodplains, fallow and cultivated lands and paddy fields. 

The largest Indian crane, stands at 1.5 m tall and has a bare red head and part of the upper neck, a greyish plumage, 
greenish horny bill, and red legs. Sexes are alike with females slightly smaller than the males. It breeds during June to 
September and pairs may indulge in spectacular "dancing" movements, posturing and displays of calling in unison and 
involve a short series of jumping and bowing movements are made as one of the pair circles around the other. The species 
nests in agricultural lands, dry grassland with reeds and grasses and nest mounds can reach roughly two meters above 
the water surface, with a clutch size of 2-3. Sarus is an omnivore predating on invertebrates, small amphibians and snakes 
exerting a top-down control in the food chain and acts as a pest controller. It also feeds on aquatic plants, sedges, grass 
and seeds, helping in seed dispersal and control of vegetation. 

Loss and degradation of wetlands and agricultural drainage of inundated floodplains has pushed these species to human-
dominated agricultural landscapes leading to increased incidences of conflict. Nest and chick predation by feral animals 
limits its breeding success. Apart from habitat loss, the persistent xenobiotic compounds also pose a threat to this 
species.

Sarus Crane

Species richness in Ganga
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NATIONAL MISSION FOR CLEAN GANGA

TATA Consulting Engineers Limited (TCE) and ARCADIS, Netherlands
National Mission for Clean Ganga (NMCG) has appointed TATA Consulting Engineers Limited (TCE) & ARCADIS, Netherlands, Joint Venture, as a Project Management Consultant 
(PMC) for the Namami Gange Program, a Prestigious project. The project commenced with a 3-year agreement with NMCG, since October, 2016. TATA Consulting Engineers Limited 
(TCE), is an integrated engineering consulting company and a wholly -owned subsidiary of Tata Sons Limited. The Tata Group is among the largest industrial conglomerates with a 
global presence. TCE has provided engineering expertise to over 7000 projects across 50 countries in over five decades of existence. TCE is perhaps the only consultant offering 
integrated services from concept to commissioning in key industry sectors, Infrastructure, Power & Process (Steel & Mining, Chemicals & Hydrocarbons). Arcadis, Netherlands, is 
the leading global design & consultancy firm for natural and built assets. Applying deep market sector insights and collective design, consultancy, engineering, project and 
management service, Arcadis works in partnership with the clients to deliver exceptional and sustainable outcomes through out the lifecycle of their natural and built assets. Arcadis 
supports UN-Habitat for improvement of quality of life in growing cities. Arcadis is 27,000 people strong & spread in over 70 countries.

The TCE & ARCADIS PMC supports NMCG in Review of Concept Notes/ Feasibility Reports and Detailed Project Reports, provides Institutional Support, Project Management, 
Supervision and monitoring the projects. TCE & ARCADIS PMC provides inputs in review and updating status of various projects under execution including monitoring and regular 
support to contract awarding process and work progress through site inspections. Apart from this, TCE & ARCADIS PMC visit various project sites, prioritized the work, and 
recommended component/activities to be taken up. In addition to this, TCE & ARCADIS PMC has also prepared Guidelines for Construction Management, Draft manual for preparation 
of DPR for Septage Collection and Treatment, prepared compendium of various types of Ghats and Crematoria, prepared Model Bid Document for NMCG, inventory of drains joining 
Ganga & its tributaries, etc.

The role of TCE & ARCADIS PMC includes assisting NMCG in monitoring project progress, collecting information on all projects and presentation for NMCG for review as required, 
various other day to day activities and have full participation in various IEC activities organized by NMCG.
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